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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

A series of singular dependent claims is permissible in which a dependent claim 
refers to a preceding claim which, in turn, refers to another preceding claim. 

For purpose of examination, since the claims 2,3,4,5 and 6 cannot depend on the 
same claim, the Examiner has interpreted that each dependent claim 2-6 refers to claim 
1. 

Clarification and/or correction are requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-12 and 15-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Erb (US 2004/0142703). 

Regarding claim 1, Erb teaches an apparatus comprising: a storage readable 
medium; wherein the storage medium comprises instructions for a processor to 
perform steps comprising: detecting an incoming telephone call (Abstract, line 2); 
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determining a plurality of conditions associated with a telephone (items 102 and 106 in 
Figure 7; Paragraph [0032-0033]); 

comparing the conditions to a plurality of policies (Figure 4), each policy comprising a 
plurality of condition criteria and a telephone behavior instruction (Abstract, lines 1-9); 

identifying a single policy within the policies, the single policy containing the condition 
criteria corresponding to the conditions (Paragraph [0009], lines 1-14); 

and adjusting a telephone behavior according to the telephone behavior instruction for 
the single policy (paragraph [0035], lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 2, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein the policies 
further comprises: a policy priority number and wherein the policy priority number 
resolves any outcome conflicts between the policies ("importance Threshold", Figure 
4). 

Regarding claim 3, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein the policies are 
stored in a policy table according to the policy priority number (Figure 4; Paragraph 
[0033], lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 4, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: the 
telephone; and wherein the storage medium is a memory within the telephone 
(Paragraph [0033], line 3). 
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Regarding claim 5, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 5 wherein the steps 
further comprises: allowing a user to define the policies using a policy creation program 
(Paragraph [0031], line 1; Paragraph [0038], lines 1-2). 

Regarding claim 6, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein one of the 
condition criteria is a location criterion; and wherein the location of the telephone is 
determined using a GPS network (Paragraph [0037], lines 7-8). 

Regarding claim 7, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein one of the 
condition criteria is a location criterion; and wherein the location of the telephone is 
determined using triangulation (Paragraph [0010], lines 10-12). 

Regarding claim 8, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein one of the 
condition criteria is a context criterion (Paragraph [0040], lines 3-5) and wherein the 
context is determined by accessing a PDA program stored on the telephone ("calendar 
tool", Paragraph [0040]). 

Regarding claim 9, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein one of 
the condition criteria is a caller criterion; and wherein the caller identity is determined 
by analyzing the caller ID data associated with the incoming telephone call (Paragraph 
[0032], lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 10, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein one of 
the condition criteria is a caller criterion (Paragraph [0032], lines 4-6); and wherein the 
caller identity is determined by analyzing the caller ID data associated with the incoming 
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telephone call (Paragraph [0032], lines 4-5) and accessing a PDA program stored on 
the telephone (paragraph [0032], line 7). 

Regarding claim 11, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein the condition 
criteria comprise a location criterion and a context criterion (Paragraph [0040], lines 1- 
9). 

Regarding claim 12, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein the condition 
criteria comprise a location criterion and a caller criterion (Figure 7; Figure 4; 
Paragraphs [31-33]). 

Regarding claim 15, Erb teaches a method comprising: installing a telephone 
control program on a storage medium (Paragraph [0031], lines 1-2). The other 
limitations of the Claim 1 5 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the claim 1 . 

Claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the claim 2. 

Regarding claim 17, Erb teaches the method of claim 15 wherein the policies 
further comprises: a policy priority number ("importance threshold", Figure 4); and 
wherein the policies are stored in a policy table according to the policy priority number 
(Figure 4; Paragraph [0033], lines 1-3). 

Claims 18-29 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claims 4-14, 
respectively. 
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Regarding claim 29, Erb teaches an apparatus comprising: means for detecting 
an incoming telephone call (Abstract, line 2); means for determining a plurality of 
conditions associated with a telephone (items 102 and 106 in Figure 7; Paragraph 
[0032-0033]); means for comparing the conditions to a plurality of policies (Figure 4), 
each policy comprising a plurality of condition criteria and a telephone behavior 
instruction(Abstract, lines 1-9); means for identifying a single policy within the policies, 
the single policy containing the condition criteria corresponding to the conditions 
(Paragraph [0009], lines 1-14); means for adjusting a telephone behavior according to 
the telephone behavior instruction for the single policy (paragraph [0035], lines 5-10); 
wherein the policy priority number resolves any outcome conflicts between the policies 
("importance Threshold", Figure 4); wherein the policies are stored in a policy table 
according to the policy priority number (Figure 4; Paragraph [0033], lines 1-3); means 
for allowing a user to define the policies using a policy creation program (Paragraph 
[0031], line 1; Paragraph [0038], lines 1-2); and wherein the storage medium is a 
memory within the telephone (Paragraph [0033], line 3). 

Regarding claim 30, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 29 wherein the location 
of the telephone is determined using a GPS network (Paragraph [0037], lines 7-8). 

Regarding claim 31, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 29 wherein the location 
of the telephone is determined using triangulation (Paragraph [0010], lines 10-12). 
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Regarding claim 32, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 29 wherein the context is 
determined by accessing a PDA program stored on the telephone ("calendar tool", 
Paragraph [0040]). 

Regarding claim 33, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 29 wherein the caller 
identity is determined by analyzing the caller ID data associated with the incoming 
telephone call (Paragraph [0032], lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 34, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 29 wherein the caller 
identity is determined by analyzing the caller ID data associated with the incoming 
telephone call (Paragraph [0040], lines 3-5) and accessing a PDA program stored on 
the telephone (paragraph [0032], line 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Erb (US 2004/0142703). 
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Regarding claim 13, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein the condition 
criteria comprise a context criterion (Paragraph [0040], lines 1-5). Erb also teaches a 
caller criterion (Paragraph [0032]). He also teaches condition criteria involving more 
than one criterion (context and location, Paragraph [0040]; caller and location, 
Paragraphs [31-33]). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use the condition wherein the condition criteria comprise context criterion, and a caller 
criterion. This modification gives additional flexibility to the user of the telephone. 

Regarding claim 14, Erb teaches the apparatus of claim 6 wherein the condition 
criteria comprise a location criterion, and a caller criterion (Paragraph [0031-0033]). 
Erb did not teach specifically the condition criteria comprise a location criterion, a 
context criterion, and a caller criterion. However, Erb teaches in another embodiment, 
the apparatus of claim 6 wherein the condition criteria comprise a location criterion, 
and a context criterion (Paragraph [0040], lines 1-9). Therefore, it would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the condition criteria 
comprise a location criterion, a context criterion, and a caller criterion. This modification 
gives additional flexibility to the user of the telephone. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Muthuswamy G. Manoharan whose telephone number 
is 571-272-5515. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




LESTER G. KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 



